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INTRODUCTION 


On 1 May 1976 the Department of 
Lands and Survey will have been 
operating as adepartmentof State for 
100 years, thus making it one of the 
first government departmentsto come 
into existence. Many changes have 
occurred during its growth from a 
small office in a young developing 
colony, to alarge and comprehensive 


department Capable of the 
administration required in today’s 
technological space age. The 


department can be justly proud of 
its long record in _ surveying, 
mapping, farm land development and 
conservation of land for reserves 
and national parks. 


In its centennial year, the 
department celebrates a century of 
progress, and this pamphlet describes 
briefly some of its history as well 
as its present day activities. 


Although its interests are wide and 
varied, the Department of Lands and 
Survey can be said to perform two 
main functions, the administration of 
land owned by the Crown in New 
Zealand and the technical surveying 
and mapping work for the State. 


HISTORY 


The department officially came 
into being on 1 May 1876 when John 
Turnbull Thomson was appointed 
Surveyor-General, an appointment 
that was largely a consequence of 
the abolition of the provincial 
governments and assumption of 
power by central government. 


Prior to 1876 provincial surveys 
had been scattered and lacking in 
uniformity. However, in 1875 an 
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eminent English surveyor, invited 
by the government to report on the 
State of the country’s surveys, 
recommended that a Survey 
Department be formed under the 
control of a Surveyor-General. This 
officer was to be charged with the 
immediate task of coordinating the 
various Surveys and introducing a 
uniform system throughout the 
country. 

J.T. Thomson’s survey work in 
Otago received commendation in the 
report, and it was to his credit that, 
in 1876, he was appointed Surveyor- 
General. 

Although this appointment was 
the “‘official’’ birth of the 
department, its survey activities 
really go back to January 1 1840 
when Felton Mathew the first 
Surveyor-General was appointed to 
Carry out surveys of the new colony 
for Captain Hobson. Surveyors from 
the New Zealand Company assisted 
him in this work until 1851 when the 
Company dissolved. From that time 
onwards survey work was carriedout 
under the control of the provincial 
governments’ Chief Surveyors. 

Prior to his appointment as 
Surveyor-General, J.T. Thomson had 
been Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
for Otago, under the provincial 
government thus commencing the 
link between Crown lands and 


surveying. On 1 February 1878 
James McKerrow, Thomson’ s 
Assistant Surveyor-General was 


appointed Secretary of Crown Lands, 
Immigration and Gold Fields but 
continued to hold the post of 
Assistant Surveyor-General. 
McKerrow retained the Crown Lands 
appointment when he _ became 
Surveyor-General the following year. 


According to the New Zealand 
Gazette, the Surveyor-General’s 
office was known as the Department 
of the Surveyor-General until about 
1879 when it was called the Survey 
Department. The lands section was 
known as the Crown Lands 
Department. 


In 1891 the annual report to 
Parliament on Crown land sales 
appeared under the title of Crown 
Lands Department while the report 
on surveys appeared for the first 
time under the name of the Department 
of Lands and Survey. Both reports 
were signed by the same officer, 
S. Percy Smith, as Secretary for 
Crown Lands and Surveyor-General. 
Smith became well known for his 
ethnological writings on the history: 
and traditions of the Maori. 

in 1892, the annual reports were 
combined and reference was made 
to the connection of the two branches 
of the department. Thus, since 
1891, the name Department of Lands 
and Survey has been adopted. 

Until 1906 the posts of Surveyor- 
General and Under-Secretary for 
Lands were combined, but when 
J.W.A. Marchant retired from the 
position in March of that year, the 
two posts were separated and the 
Under-Secretary for Lands (renamed 
Director-General of Lands in 1949) 
became the permanent head cf the 
department. In each of the district 
offices, the posts of Commissioner 
of Crown Lands and Chief Surveyor 
were held by the same person until 
1932 but the separation of the two 
posts was completed in all cases 
by 1937. 

The present Director-General of 
Lands is Mr Noel S. Coad and the 


Surveyor-General Mr lan F. Stirling. 
» 


THE DEPARTMENT TODAY 


As New Zealand’s largest land 
owner and administrator, the 
department controls over 9 million 
hectares of land. it leases all 
types of land from _ residential 
sections to large pastoral stations. 
It looks after national parks and 
reserves, develops farm land for 
settlement, and administers projects 
as diverse as the Taupo plant 
nursery and the huge Molesworth 
Station. Surveying, mapping and 
land planning are further important 
tasks that the department 
undertakes. 


PRINCIPAL FUNCTIONS 
Landlord for Crown Land 


Almost 6 million hectares of 
Crown land are held under 38 000 
separate leases or _ licences. 
Contacts are maintained with local 
authorities and other organisations 
and Lands and Survey officers 
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advise on the management and use 


of areas under their’ control. 
National and Maritime Parks 
New Zealand’s ten national 


parks and two maritime parks are 
administered by the department for 
the National Parks Authority by 
the various Park Boards. 


The largest national park is 
Fiordland (1 228 000 hectares), 
followed by Mount Aspiring (287 000 
hectares), Urewera (200 000 


hectares), Arthur’s Pass (98 000 
hectares), Westland (88 000 
hectares), Tongariro (75 000 
hectares), Mount Cook (70 000 
hectares), Nelson Lakes (57 000 


hectares), Egmont (33 000 hectares) 
and Abel Tasman (20 000 hectares). 
The two Maritime Parks - Hauraki 
Gulf and Marlborough Sounds - cover 
wide areas of coastal reserve land 
and islands. 


National and Maritime parks are 
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created to preserve, for all time, 
areas of natural beauty or interest 
for the enjoyment of the people. 


Reserves 


Over 1000 scenic, historic and 
flora and fauna reserves totalling 
over a quarter of a million hectares 
are under the control, either 
directly or indirectly, of the 
department. In addition, 860 
domains with a combined area of 
22000 hectares lie within the 
department’s administration 
although in many _ instances 
day to day control is in the 
hands of local authorities, and 
government organisations. Allied 
to this, the department is involved 
in preserving coastal and recreational 
land, the administration of the 
Waitangi National Trust Reserve, 
farm parks, a plant nursery at Taupo 
and the establishment of a walkway 
system throughout the country. 


Land Plannin g 


Wise use of land resources is 
considered ail important and the 
department is becoming increasingly 
involved in land management 
planning, and has gained world wide 
acclaim for its park and reserve 
planning approach. 


Land Development 


Development of large areas of 
farm land for eventual settlement of 
young landless farmers is an 
important task for the department. 
The success in developing 
productive and economical farms 
from the problem pumice country in 
the Rotorua-Taupo region is well 


known. The largest farming 
enterprise in New Zealand, 
Molesworth Station (182 100 


hectares) in Marlborough and North 
Canterbury, isunderthe department’ s 
control. 


7 


At present almost half a million 
hectares of farm land is being 
developed by the department, which 
will, in the future, make available 
approximately 1200 farms. Farming 
operations are diverse and 
experimental projects and methods, 
too large for the private farmer, are 
often undertaken. Large scale 
cattle and sheep breeding projects 
have and are continuing to be 
developed; crop experiments are 
taking place; and the development 
of pakihi land in Westland is being 
watched with interest by farmers. 


Farming of properties for other 
government departments such as 
the Department of Maori Affairs, are 
also handled by Lands and Survey. 


Rural Lending 


Under the Marginal Lands Act the 
lending of money to private farmers 
so that they can increase production 
on their marginally-economic farms 
is a responsibility of the department. 
Over 950 farmers have loans at the 
present time, and nearly 1800 
altogether have received loans 
totalling over $37 million since the 
scheme began in 1951. The 
availability of finance from this 
source means that formerly 
uneconomic land is being brought 
into use. As a country dependent 
on agriculture, this is of benefit to 
us all. Because of the often 
limited security for these loans 
the personal ability of the farmer 
is the most important factor to be 
taken into Consideration. 


Survey and Mapping 


The technical division of the 
department under the direction of 


the Surveyor General has the 
responsibility for the land survey 
system in New Zealand as well as 
providing a control framework for 
all surveys in the country. It is 
upon this framework that the 
guaranteed title system of land 
tenure in New Zealand depends. 
Examination of plans of land title 
surveys prepared by private 
surveyors, iS an important part of 
this guaranteed land title system 
and on the basis of these plans 
cadastral maps showing title and 
section subdivisions are prepared 
for administrative and_ record 
purposes. The department is also 
responsible for much of the survey 
work required by the State. 


Thousands of survey plans are 
held for reference inthe department’s 
district offices. With the ever- 
increasing problem of storage it has 
been found necessary to record 
these plans on microfilm. 

Frequently surveying and mapping 
iS a prerequisite to other work of 
the department. Special work 
undertaken includes aerodrome 


obstruction surveys and fixing of 


navigational aids and preparation 
of charts for the Civil Aviation 
Division of the Ministry of Transport; 
navigational aids for shipping and 
tide analysis and prediction; tunnel 
alignments and surveys to establish 
the position of gas distribution 
lines; earth deformation surveys 
which are becoming more essential 
as a basic element in earthquake 
prediction and earth movement; 
surveys for the Police Department 
in cases of serious crime or 
accident; project mapping for other 
government purposes such as 
surveys for forestry development, 
irrigation investigation, hydro and 


power investigation, roading 
development, oil refinery 
. construction: in fact any 


development of major importance. 

The department also provides 
technical aid particularly to Pacific 
Island territories both by training 
staff and undertaking survey and 
Mapping projects. 


Mapping 


A wide variety of maps of New 
Zealand and the Pacific’ are 
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prepared by the  department’s 
draughting staff and these maps 
include features such as topography, 
land use and title boundaries. 
Many of the maps are printed and 
sold to the public from more than 
500 map selling agencies. 

New Zealand has been completely 
covered by topographical mapping 
at scales of 1:250 000 and 1:63 360 
(1 mile to an inch) and selected 
areas are mapped at 1:25 000. 
Metric mapping at a scale of 
1:50 000 is under way at present. 

Recreation and street maps are 
important for the expanding tourist 
industry. Besides these, the 
department’s mapping organisation 
undertakes a wide range of other 
thematic and special purpose maps 
such as those for the Meteorological 
Service. Land Inventory mapping 
comprises a series of maps of the 
same scale depicting various 
characteristics such as land use, 
tenure, cover, soils and geology. 
Diagrams on title documents are 
drawn for the 
Division of the Justice Department. 

Aerial photography has been 
completed over the whole country 
and a comprehensive library is 
held in Head Office while each 
district office maintains coverage 
of its own area. Photographs are 


available for inspection and 
purchase by the public. 
The Photogrammetric Branch 


houses a number of sophisticated 
instruments covering the whole 
range of operation for the scale of 
mapping undertaken. 


Lands and Deeds- 


Staff 


To carry out its many and varied 
functions the department employs a 
staff of approximately 2500. 


On the technical side there are 80 
registered surveyors, 100 survey 
technicians, about 560 draughtsmen 
and women and about 40 others. 


Field Officers and _ building 
supervisory staff number about 150 
and 800 farm staff are employed to 


handle the department’s farming 
operations. 
There are approximately 120 


national parks and reserves rangers 
and landscape staff. An additional 
work force is employed by national 
park, reserves and other boards to 
Carry out maintenance projects etc. 


Supporting clerical staff number 
some 670 the majority of whom are 
in district offices. 


Offices 


The Head Office of the department 
is in Wellington and the twelve 
district offices are in Auckland, 


Hamilton, Gisborne, Napier, New 
Plymouth, Wellington, Nelson, 
Blenheim, Hokitika, Christchurch, 
Dunedin and _ Invercargill. In 


addition three offices in Whangarei, 
Te Kuiti and Rotorua have been 
set up to handle the large-scale 
land development operations in 
these areas. There are also a 
number of sub-offices in various 
localities throughout the country. 


Index to Photographs: 


Title Page Dipper Type Dredges such as this were used by the 
department to make drainage canals. These canals 
dried out swampland so that further development 
could take place. 


John Turnbull Thomson 
James McKerrow 


Surveyors: Then and Now 
Alexander Turnbull Library (3) 
National Publicity Studios (4) 


An important part of aranger’s work is the interpretation 
of the park or reserve to visitors. 
National Publicity Studios 


Surveying iS aS important in the city as in country 
areas. Here, precise levelling is carried out on the 
new Wellington urban motorway. 

National Publicity Studios 


Angora goats are being farmed by the department at 
Waipoua, north of Dargaville. It is hoped that these 
goats will prove useful in cleaning up “‘roughage’’ on 


hill country, as well as providing mohair. 
J.F. Wickens 


Government Buildings, Lambton Quay, Wellington, 
1876 - the largest wooden building in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The Department of Lands and Survey 
was the first to move into the building on its 
completion in that year, and Head Office remained 
there for 99 years. In 1975 the move was made to 
the new Charles Fergusson Building in Bowen Street. 


Alexander Turnbull Library 
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Further Information 


For additional information on all 
aspects of the  department’s 
activities contact any one of the 
department’s district offices or Head 
Office, Private Bag, Wellington. 


